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Notice

The attached document contains classified National Security Council
Information. It is to be read and discussed only by perscns authorized by
law. ’ .

Your signature acknowledges you are such a person and you promise you
will show or discuss information contained in the document only with
persons who are authorized by law to have access to this document.

Persons handling this document acknowledge he or she knows and
understands the security law relating thereto and will cooperate fully with
any lawful investigation by the United States Government into any
unauthorized disclosure of classified information contained herein.-
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CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY:

THE SECRETARY

THE DIRECTQ

THE CHAIRMAN
SUBJECT: US-Soviet Defense and Military Relations (U)

The President has approved and signed the attached National
Security Decision Directive (NSDD-311) on US-Soviet Defense and
Military Relations. (C)

FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Attachment
NSDD-311

CONFIDENTIAL )
Declassify on: OBDR
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CONFIDENTIAL

NATIONAL SECURITY DECISION
DIRECTIVE NUMBER 311 :

US-SOVIET DEFENSE AND MILITARY RELATIONS (U)

As a result of recent progress in our bilateral relations with
the Soviet Union, and coincident with the recent Summit
meetings, the United States and the Soviet Union have opened a
new set of contacts between our respective defense and military
establishments. To date, two sets of discussions have occurred
at the ministerial level betwe
the Soviet Minister of Defen ecretary of the Air Force
has visited the USSR, and one e wisit has occurred
between the two nations' militdry“d: s. Other discussions
and exchanges are being plannec for the: future. (U)

ntribute to a more
itries -~ one that

These contacts offér an opportunity
stable relationship betw
reduces the prospect of
conflict. At the same t , 7 el
the serious and contlnulﬁﬁ; Y he e Soviet Union

the new relations with cautidg
and with diltgerit- preparationt
contribution. (C)

alistic expectatlons,

sSure a sound, coherent L

To provide overall guidance as we pursue this new opportunity,
the following goals will be used to focus US government
efforts:

- to gain greater access to.and understanding of the
Soviet defense establishment iz evels =- policies,
doctrines, programs, budge ilities, as well as the
outlook, abilities, and re key personalities;

- to influence the

policy, programs, budget and acti
honest debate:

bject their military
more openness and
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S

V | f our defense policies,
doctrines, programs, and budgets (taki appropriate security
precautions); :

idents of dangerous
rating in close

- to reduce the
military activity where
proximity to each other

- to lend support, er than negotiations, to
US and Allied positions adva here in formal nego-
tiations on such issues as arms control, human rights, regional
issues, and other topics on our agenda w1th the Soviet
Union. (C)

As these goals indicate, our defense and military relations
should evolve within, and be fully supportive of, the overall
US-Soviet bilateral relationship, particularly our established
four-part agenda, wherein these.new.contacts and discussions
will become a part of our bi

In pursuit of the foregoin ]

and a Senior Interagency G ' on US-Soviet Defense and

Military Relations will be They will be

responsible to devdlop and policy guidance

necessary to effect these developin eral contacts and to

ensure strict reciproci i all aspects of these

defense and military rela ies will also ensure

that all exchange activiti e stated goals and

that USG efforts proceed 1 er by providing for

effective coordination at - » the planning process.
wme—-~-AT] public and-private“stateme »US policy, visits ang——— -~ "~

: proposed -agreements developed in the course of discussions with '

the Soviets will be vetted through the IG and, as necessary,

the SIG. The SIG will consist of representatives of the

Department of State; Department of Defense; National Security

Council; Office of the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; and the

Central Intelligence Agency. It will be chaired by the

representative of the National Security Council. The Deputy

Assistant Secretary of Defens ropean and NATO Policy

will serve as Executive Sec e SIG and chair the IG.

The IG will be composed of 4§

the SIG. (C) y
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